Action 3 – Networking Projects

KORFBALL : a social & sports project


Name of project: “KORFBALL in Europe - a social & sports network”
Partner countries:

The leaders of the Initiative are in Korfball Club of Madrid in Spain, where they are responsible for the Korfball promotion section, developing proposals to spread in secondary schools, in leisure education and  social centres and in youth centres. Their partners come from Ireland, Croatia and Luxembourg. 

Participants:
The total of participants is 46 young people: 18 from Spain, 15 from Ireland, 12 from Croatia and 3 from Luxembourg. The participants are young people unemployed who live in deprived areas of the capital city: Madrid, Dublin, Zagreb, Luxembourg. All of them are aged between 19 and 24 years old, excepting 1 participant from Luxembourg who is 27. The Spanish group has carried out a Group Initiative in 2001 while the other groups haven’t done any kind of activities at local level in the past; this was their first experience with the YOUTH programme!!

The group from Luxembourg were professional youth workers from an association who wanted to learn about different practices related to inclusion through sports in Europe. The group from Croatia was inexperienced so needed to be supported by a youth worker who helped them to establish the partnership, communicate with the partners, etc. Spanish and Irish groups didn’t have any mentor support to develop the project.

Application:

The networking project was submitted in the middle of June 2002 for the deadline of 1st July. Every leader of each group submitted an application in their own National Agency. The project was accepted in all the countries! The project activities started the 1st November 2002 and were carried out until 31st December 2003. 

Project description: 

Through sports & more specifically Korfball, they aimed to motivate groups of young people with social problems so as to change their general discontent through being involved in the life of their area. Once the group of participants was defined in every country, young people were trained to interact positively in their neighbourhood to offer sport opportunities for younger ones. Sport was used as a means of inclusion; other social, solidarity and cultural activities were set up afterwards.

Networking activities: 

The interest to set up a networking project together at the same time in different places in Europe was to share out our ideas, learn from each other methods, skills and have more visibility in Europe. Before starting the networking project, a preparatory meeting was needed in order to discuss the activities that would be developed in the different countries. The preparatory meeting between the leaders of the different partners took place in Italy, in September 2002, with 70 % of the travel costs being reimbursed with funds taken from the grant.

Korfball was promoted all over Europe, and youth workers, sport trainers worked in network and enriched themselves from other practices. But overall, the objective was to have young people actively involved in an activity so that they could integrate little by little in society. This had a positive impact in the life of the neighbourhood making the area more alive with activities meant for young people and organised by themselves. The young people setting up the activities gained some recognition in their neighbourhood. This empowered them and allowed them to be more active and less resigned about life. A website was created to spread the information, the good practices and increase visibility in the European setting.

Funding: 

Because of the high number of participants in each country and of the high number of countries involved, they applied for the maximum amount of money. Each partner applied for 12.000 Euros. The project was accepted but just granted 5.000 € per country, so 20.000 € in total. Each partner received the same amount in their country to carry out their own local activities.
Korfball (in Dutch korfbal, which literally means basketball) is a team ball game. It is mostly played in the Netherlands, where it was invented, but seems to be catching on in the rest of the world too. Korfball differs from other team sports in that it is a mixed sex game : a team consists of four men and four women. 











